
 

   

“As we know from long and indisputable 
experience, investing in women and girls 

has a multiplier effect on productivity 
and sustained economic growth.”                       

– UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-Moon|  
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“By acknowledging…the difference 

between males and females… 

we can raise the bar on the effectiveness 

of all philanthropy.”  

– William C. Richardson, President Emiritus, 

W.K. Kellog Foundation 
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CHAIRWOMAN’S REPORT 

It gives me great pride to present the first  

annual report of the incorporated Australian  

Women Donors Network. 

The Network was founded in 2007 in response to 

evidence that less than 8% of philanthropic funding  

was directed at women and girls*. The first members  

of the Network, both women and men, believe  

that women have an extraordinary potential to be 

effective in building a world that works better for 

more people men, women and children. This is 

because women are half the population and are  

the mothers of the other half. 

We call ourselves the Women Donors Network  

because our strategy is first to engage the growing 

number of women of means, who are or have  

the potential to be philanthropic, and second to  

motivate them to advocate for gender-sensitive 

funding to their men, their families and the wider 

funding community. 

Another strategy of the Network has been  

to ‘Outrage, Inspire and Enable’ and our 

website (www.womendonors.org.au) is our  

major tool. To ‘Outrage’, we present up-to-date 

statistics about the condition of women and girls.  

To ‘Inspire’, we share the incredible success stories 

achieved for or through investing in women.  

To ‘Enable’, we have launched the first of our  

tools – an Online Project Showcase. 

Much of our first year has involved establishing an 

organisational and intellectual infrastructure for 

the Network. This includes our incorporation and  

the appointment of a CEO, as well as securing 

premises, in-kind professional services and base 

funding for three years. 

We have also undertaken several initiatives which 

have helped us build our brand, promote our 

message, broaden our reach and increase our impact. 

Details are presented in the report of our CEO. 

  

 

 

The initiatives generated awareness through 

extraordinary media exposure, attracted women 

(and an increasing number of men) to our network 

database and have driven at least $1 million 

dollars and probably more to projects that invest 

in women and girls. 

My thanks go to the women and men who 

through their contribution, both financial and  

in-kind, have brought the Network to the point  

of incorporation. I would also like to thank our 

partners GMK Partners, Arnold Bloch Liebler, the 

Pratt Foundation, the Trawalla Foundation, the 

ANZ Private Bank and ANZ Trustees, not only for 

their financial and in-kind support, but for 

demonstrating leadership in the still controversial 

area of targeted support for women and girls. 

Finally, I would like to thank our Chief Executive 

Officer Julia Keady, my Deputy Chair Carol 

Schwartz AM and our members, all of whom sit  

on the board. Their experience, their availability 

together with their wise counsel has facilitated  

my leadership and contributed to the momentum 

that we have achieved. 

Eve Mahlab AO 

1 December 2010 
(* US figures) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.womendonors.org.au/
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CEO REPORT 

In 2009 and 2010, the Australian Women  
Donors Network has enjoyed many “firsts” – 
appointing its inaugural Chief Executive 
Officer, establishing formal operations and 
infrastructure, participating in and 
conducting major events with international 
guests, developing a strong database, 
launching an online portral to showcase 
projects, as well as developing new 
partnerships and relationships that will be 
the springboard for the Network’s continued 
success. Many of the key achievements and 
activities are detailed below. 
 
MAJOR ACTIVITIES &  
INTERNATIONAL GUESTS 
Women Mobilising Millions: American 
philanthropist Dr Helen LaKelly Hunt and  
the Women’s Funding Network president  
and CEO Christine Grumm visited Sydney  
and Melbourne in February 2010 to help 
build the case for investing in women and 
girls. More than 500 women and men 
attended the functions and workshops,  
and significant media coverage reached 
millions more. This event was superbly 
managed by the Greenstone Group. One of 
the key outcomes of this initiative was a new 
$1 million donor in Australia, along with an 
increase in interest to the women’s funds. 
 
Inspired Living & Giving with Tracy Gary:  
The Network developed a week-long program 
of workshops and community events in 
Melbourne, Sydney and Perth in October 
2010, with American philanthropic advisor 
and non-profit entrepreneur Tracy Gary. 
More than 600 people attended the events 
including donors, advisors, industry leaders, 
non profit organisations and the general 
public. One key outcome of this campaign 
was interest in the development of a 
women’s fund for Western Australia, and  
a 200% growth in the Network’s database. 
 
Online Project Showcase: In November  
2010, the Network officially launched a  
new online program to develop its role 

 
 
 
 
as the conduit between grantmakers  
and grantseekers. The Showcase provides 
organisations that have projects for women 
and girls, an opportunity to promote their 
projects online, in an effort to provide more 
information and inspiration to the funding 
community and private donors. 
 
Establishing a Baseline: The Network is  
currently developing a market research project 
that will help establish the current level of 
philanthropic investment in women and girls  
in Australia. This survey is vital for the Network 
to measure its five year goal of realising a 10-
15% increase in funding to women and girls. 
 
Gender Lens for Inclusive Philanthropy:  
The Network, together with Victorian 
Women’s Trust, helped catalyse and develop 
a concept and guidebook titled ‘Gender Lens 
for Inclusive Philanthropy’ which has since 
evolved into workshops to educate and 
inspire the philanthropic and fundraising 
community. The workshops have resulted  
in numerous trusts and foundations now 
considering ways to embed gender-related 
guidelines or practices in their grantmaking. 
 
RECOGNISING OUR SUPPORTERS 
Principal Partners: In 2010, the Network 
secured significant financial and in-kind 
support. Trawalla Foundation has kindly 
donated a premises, administration and 
financial services support for two years 
commencing June 2010. The Pratt Foundation 
will fund the CEO role for three years 
commencing January 2011. From June to 
December 2010, the CEO’s salary has kindly 
been funded by Trawalla Foundation, Eve 
Mahlab AO and Fleur Spitzer AM. ANZ Private 
and ANZ Trustees has committed to a three-
year corporate sponsorship of the Network, 
which commenced in October 2010. The 
Network is also in discussions with other 
potential corporate partners to come on 
board in 2011. 
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Patron in Chief: Her Excellency, the 
Governor-General Ms Quentin Bryce  
AC, was appointed Patron in Chief of  
the Network in September 2010.  
 
Industry Alliances: Relationships have  
been developed with various industry 
organisations including Our Community, 
ProBono Australia, Philanthropy Australia, 
Melbourne Community Foundation, Sydney 
Community Foundation, Centre for Social 
Impact, ArtSupport, Australian Jewish 
Funders, Foundation for Young Australians, 
Social Ventures Australia along with the 
women’s funds to assist in promoting the 
Network’s messages and activities. 
 
Volunteers and Suppliers: The Network has 
been supported by many volunteers across 
numerous activities, including the early 
stages of developing the website, through  
to assisting with the development of the 
database, as well as support at events.  
A number of suppliers have generously 
provided the Network with reduced rates 
and/or probono services in 2009 and 2010.  
A full list of these organisations and 
individuals appears on page 6. 
 
RAISING THE PROFILE 
Speaking Engagements: During 2009 and 
2010, directors were invited as guest 
speakers at more than ten events, speaking 
to a total audience of more than 2500. This 
included events such as Freehills ‘Women in 
Business’ lunch, Myer Family Office ‘Women 
in Philanthropy’ lunch, Yakkety Yak with the 
Centre for Social Impact, Maimonides 
Society, National Foundation for Australian 
Women’s ‘Winter Tales’ and Philanthropy 
Australia conference. 
 
Media coverage: Since late 2009, through 
targeted media campaigns, the Network has 
received more than 50 articles/mentions in 
the Australian media, across press, television, 
magazine, radio and social media totalling a 
reach of more than 8 million readers and 
listeners. This included all of the major  
 

publications and programs including  
The Age, The Australian, Sydney Morning  
Herald, Australian Financial Review,  
BRW Magazine, ABC’s Radio National and  
Channel Ten’s The Circle. A snapshot of  
the media coverage appears on page 8-9. 
 
Raising Profile for the Women’s Funds:  
The Network has helped promote IWDA, 
Victorian Women’s Trust and Sydney 
Women’s Fund on its website, in marketing 
communications and has involved leaders 
from the organisations as guest speakers  
at events. In 2010, the Network was able  
to generate interest in forming a women’s 
fund in Western Australia through staging  
a community event on women’s leadership  
and philanthropy. A group of 10-15 Perth 
women are now ready to start discussions 
on the possibility of creating the fund. 
 
Information packages: More than 1000 
folders of information have been handed  
out to event and workshop attendees at 
various events in 2010. 
 
E-Newsletters and E-Alerts: Since 
establishing the database, the Network has 
sent out numerous communication pieces 
notifying the Network of events and news, as 
well as sharing stories to outrage, inspire and 
enable. In 2011, the Network will extend its 
communications strategy to profile projects, 
organisations, donor and success stories. 
 
Website: The website has started to become 
a great resource for everyday Australians  
and donors to learn about the importance  
of funding women and girls. The website 
contains statistics, resources, media links, 
ideas and inspiration. In 2011, the  
Network will aim to provide more online, 
downloadable tools and resources.  
Since launching Google Analytics in 
September, the website has had more than 
4000 hits with four average page views per 
visitor. The peak of activity was in the lead-up 
to the Tracy Gary Tour, peaking at 830 visits 
for the week of October 10-16.  
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BEHIND THE SCENES 
Underpinning this level of activity has been 
the implementation of a solid infrastructure 
and adequate resources. Spearheading this 
was a strategic meeting by the board of 
directors in March 2010 where five-year  
goals and strategic plans were established.  
 
Over the past five months, the Network  
has also finalised its Tax Concession Charity 
status, received DGR auspicing by the 
National Foundation for Australian Women 
and established branding and marketing 
materials. 
 
A major operational achievement has been 
the implementation of a professional, low-
cost database program that allows for further 
segmentation and reporting. The initial 
database comprised the attendees of the 
Women Mobilising Millions functions,  
kindly provided by Greenstone Group.  
The database, at 1 December 2010,  
stands at approximately 1250 members. 
 
All in all, it has been a transformational year 
for everyone involved with the Network.  
I would like to thank my Chair Eve Mahlab AO 
and Deputy Chair Carol Schwartz AC for their 
constant support and encouragement.  
Many thanks to our board of directors for 
your expert guidance and assistance, and to 
the wider industry and community for your 
support of our mission and message. 
 

Julia Keady 

1 December 2010 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Women can be the agents of change. 

Investing in women and girls is not  

only the right thing to do, but also the 

smart thing to do ….”  

– Robert Zoelleck, 

 President, The World Bank 
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OUR SUPPORTERS 

Thankyou for helping us promote an 

increased investment in women and girls. 

This list includes companies, organisations 

and individuals who have supported the 

Network since its inception in 2007 through 

to 30 November 2010. We are grateful to 

those who have provided us with support. 

 
PRINCIPAL PARTNERS 
ANZ Private 
ANZ Trustees 
Trawalla Foundation 
Pratt Foundation 

 
CORPORATE SUPPORTERS 
Greenstone Group 
Arnold Bloch Liebler 
GMK Partners Pty Ltd 
Sherman Art Gallery Foundation 
Freehills 
ANRIC 
PreFlight 
Perfect Events 
Red Letter Management 
HAT PR 
Waterfield 
Sadgrove Design 
JDL Print Solutions 

 
COMMUNITY PARTNERS 
Philanthropy Australia 
Pro Bono Australia 
Melbourne Community Foundation 
Sydney Community Foundation 
Sydney Women’s Fund 
Victorian Women’s Trust 
International Women’s Development Agency 
Australian Jewish Funders Network 
Our Community 
Women Moving Millions 
Women’s Funding Network  
Social Venture Partners 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SUPPORTERS & VOLUNTEERS 
Fleur Spitzer AO 
Rotru Investments 
Toni Joel 
Kathryn Fagg 
Candace Ohanessian 
Joanna Crawford 
Rene Nathan 
Dr Gene Sherman 
Imelda Roche AO 
Wendy McCarthy AO 
Dr Barbara Lemon 
Helen Anderson 
Venetia Taylor 
Kirsten Hicks 
Susana Yung 
Annie Fogarty 
Genevieve Timmons  
Holly Ransom 
Debbie Schaffer 
Caroline De Mori 
Jennifer Skiff 
Denis Moriarity 
Simon Herd 
Jan Owen AO 
Rebecca Ordish 
Jane Trembath 
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OUT & ABOUT WITH THE NETWORK 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

From Top Left: Christine 

Grumm, Carol Schwartz  

AM, Dr Helen LaKelly  

Hunt and Eve Mahlab AO; 

Georgina Byron, Carol 

Schwartz AM, Eve Mahlab 

AO and Sam Meers; Tracy 

Gary teaching ‘Fearless 

Fundraising’ to women’s 

groups; Mary Crooks shares 

the 25th birthday  

joy of VWT and IWDA; Tracy 

Gary, Catherine McDowell  

of ANZ Private and Eve 

Mahlab AO; Breakfast 

welcome for Tracy Gary and 

launch of Project Showcase; 

A panel of changemakers; 

Women sharing ideas; Eve 

Mahlab AO, Jill Reichstein 

OAM, Tracy Gary, Julia 

Keady, Colleen Clare and 

Carolyn Munckton. 
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IN THE MEDIA 

This is a snapshot of some of the  

media coverage received during 2010.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Top left: Australian Financial Review, November 2010 

Top right: The Age, January 2010 

Bottom left: Notebook Magazine, March 2010 

Bottom right: The Weekend Australian, February 2010 
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IN THE MEDIA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Top left: Australian Financial Review, February 2010 

Top right: ABC Life Matters, October 2010 

Centre left: Wellbeing Magazine, April 2010 

Centre right: AFR Magazine, May 2010 

Bottom left: Sydney Morning Herald, October 2010 


